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When & where
When: Tuesday 10:00–11:30
Where: G227a

Instructors
Dr. Maria (Masha) Esipova (she or they; ["mAS@ "jesIp@v@])
Website: http://esipova.net
Email: mariia.esipova@uni-konstanz.de
Office hours: Tuesdays 12–13h in H144, or by appointment

Dr. Prof. Maribel Romero
Website: https://ling.sprachwiss.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/romero/
Email: maribel.romero@uni-konstanz.de
Office hours: Tuesdays 14–15h in G222

Course description
This course provides a hands-on introduction to experimental data collection concerning meaning
in language. A range of methodological aspects will be covered, from identifying a research ques-
tion and a falsifiable null hypothesis, to determining how different experimental paradigms (e.g.,
acceptability judgment, inference tasks, picture selection, etc.) can be used to test different hy-
potheses. The empirical domain will include different semantic and pragmatic phenomena, such as
presupposition, implicature, mass/count distinction and aspect, semantic composition in the nom-
inal and verbal domain, etc. across different populations (L1, L2, early vs. late learners of signed
languages, bilinguals, adults with different social skill measures). As part of this course, students
will also be introduced to some of the basic tools used in experimental design. The course aims to
prepare students to design their own experiments to collect original data, and to place students in a
strong position to critically evaluate empirical claims.

Requirements & evaluation
Designing a pilot experiment: (all in English)
class presentation + ca. 10-page write-up = 6 credits;
class presentation + ca. 15-page write-up = 9 credits

1

http://esipova.net
mailto:mariia.esipova@uni-konstanz.de
https://ling.sprachwiss.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/romero/
mailto:maribel.romero@uni-konstanz.de


Readings & course materials
There is no textbook for this class; readings for each topic are listed below and will be posted on
the course website. There are the following folders for readings in ILIAS:

• Methods: mandatory; optional
• State-of-the-art: mandatory; optional

Course schedule (subject to change)

Date Instructor Topics Readings

11.4 ME+MR Intro to the course; Methods 1: the study
of meaning as an empirical science

18.4 ME Methods 2: judgement tasks
(acceptability, truth value, inference)

Schütze & Sprouse 2014, sections
1–2; optional: Bott et al. 2011

25.4 MR Presupposition projection; truth value
judgements + response times

Zehr et al. 2016

2.5 ME Methods 3: online measures (reaction
times, visual attention); practicalities of
experimental design; research ethics

Schütze & Sprouse 2014, section 3;
optional: Abbuhl et al. 2014;
Kaiser 2014; Eckert 2014

9.5 MR Presupposition vs. Anti-presupposition;
picture choice + response times +
eye-tracking

Bade & Schwarz 2019

16.5 ME Scalar implicatures in signers (early vs.
late exposure); truth value judgements

Davidson & Mayberry 2015

23.5 ME Scalar implicatures in L2 learners +
social skill scale; truth value judgements
+ response times

Khorsheed et al. 2022

30.5 ME+MR Consolidation week
6.6 Pfingstferien (no class)
13.6 ME Composition in the verbal domain;

neuroimaging
Kim & Pylkkänen 2019

20.6 MR Mass/count and atelic/telic distinction in
bilinguals; acceptability judgements

Yin & O’Brien 2019

27.6 MR EITHER Syntax-discourse interface in
bilinguals; acceptability judgements
OR Generics in L1-acquisition; truth
value judgements

EITHER Sorace et al. 2009
OR Castroviejo et al. 2021

4.7 ME+MR Practical session
11.7 ME+MR Student presentations
18.7 ME+MR Student presentations
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