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Time
Block 1, Week 1: Mon/Wed/Fri (Jan 16/18/20), 10:00–11:20am NYC / 4:00–5:20pm Konstanz /
6:00–7:20pm SPb

Instructor
Masha Esipova (["mAS@ "jesIp@v@])
Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Konstanz
Website: http://esipova.net
Email: maria.yesipova@gmail.com

Course description
This “puzzle” focuses on two types of readings that emerge in a range of environments (e.g., in
negated imperatives, under ‘not want’, under ‘fear’, etc.): (i) ABSTAIN readings, implying will-
ingness to prevent someone from intentionally engaging in an activity, and (ii) AVOID readings,
implying willingness to prevent a potentially unintended outcome. The ABSTAIN vs. AVOID dis-
tinction has a variety of grammatical reflexes cross-linguistically, e.g., (anti-)licensing of ’some’-
indefinites in English: Don’t call anyone! (which asks the addressee to abstain from intentionally
engaging in the activity of calling someone) vs. Don’t call someone! (which cautions the addressee
against accidentally calling someone). We will primarily focus on perfective vs. imperfective as-
pect and distribution of indefinites in Russian. We will see that to capture the relevant facts we
need to carefully consider the complex interplay of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics of situation
descriptions.

Background
The course presupposes basic background in formal semantics (predicate logic, lambda calculus).
If you do not have such background, you should still be able to follow the empirical discussion, but
not the technical part. The decision is yours, but do consider taking the Introduction to Semantics
(Ling-C) course in this same time slot instead.
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Course materials
All course materials will be added to the NYI website. Please do not share these materials with
anyone outside NYI without the instructor’s permission.

Readings
There are no obligatory readings for this class. Some of the papers mentioned in class will be
uploaded to the course materials folder as “background readings”.

Pass/fail criteria
The main criteria for passing or failing this class are (i) attendance, and (ii) participation in discus-
sion (more on this in class).

Schedule (subject to change)

Date Topics Background readings (optional)

1/16 Introducing the puzzle. Goncharov 2018, 2020

1/18 Crash-course on event semantics, aspect,
and dependent indefinites.

Champollion 2015; Dickey 2015; Yanovich
2005; Pereltsvaig 2008

1/20 Accounting for the puzzle. Wrap-up.
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